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DEDICATION.. {| anted one fold, and. peace univer- 


On the 25th of Jnne 1891, the 
new Masonic Hall, belonging to 
st. Patrick’s Lodge, in Louisville, 
n the state of Georgia, was sol- 
emnly dedicated to MASONRY, VIR- 
ive, and UNIVERSAL BENEVOLENCE, 
by the grand lodge of that state, 
sisted by a number of subordin- 
ate lodges. ‘The ceremonies were 
attended bya large and respecta- 
ble concourse of citizens, both la- 
dies and gentlemen. An exordium 

on masonry was pronounced by the 
right worshipful Wiztiam Scutey, 
grand master; and an appropriate 
oration was delivered by brother 
Danret Hook, senior warden of St. 
Patrick’s lodge. We have been 
favoured with a copy of the exor- 
drum, by our worthy brother and 
campanion Birxerr D. THowrson, 
and with pleasure give ita place 
in the Masonic Recrirer: The 
oration is not yet come to hand. 

; EXORDIUM. 

My Brethren and Friends, 

‘Man, as he came from the hands 
of his great Creator), was pure, in- 
nocent, and undefiléd. | He want- 
ed not ‘the aid of human wisdom, 
ahd human institutions, to render 
his conditions in life happ He 
stood in no néed of the rartificial 
ties, which, since the fall, have so 
often and so greatly. added to the 
comfort of man. No! he then 
was pure and harmless, the fa- 
forite of his great Creator, fearing 
nothing, desiring nothing. Allna- 
ture bore a pleasing, delightful as- 
pect. ‘The lion and the lamb ten- 








sal peace, pervaded the extended 
field of nature. No jarring dis- 
cord, nor envious hate ; no misery, 
the ofispring of misfortune ; no jeal- 
ous eye, nor revergeful desire ; no 
hungér, nor thirst, nor nakedness $ 
no malice, nér criteliy_ nor angry 
passions, then were known, to cor- 
rupt the heart or mar the happi- 
of man. The great Creator, 

well pleased with his work, benigs 
nantly smiled; all nature joined 
with one accord to praise his great 
name ; and, man stood erect under 
the smiies of Heaven with j joy and 
gratitude, adoring the eternal Au- 
thor and Finisher of all. How 
happy then was he! little did he 
know his future fate; the misery 
which future transgression should 
bring on-him and his posterity: 
But, alas! sin eritered the world; 
man fell from his high station. 
and sickness, pain, and death, and 
all the ills that man is heir to, fol. 
lowed, ig the train. , | 

Ww retched and deplorable in- 
deed, would; his. condition then 
have been, if his heavenly Father 
had not atill protectéd, and loved, 
and cherished him. Yes! Gad 
still loved mah, wayward, sinful 
man, and provided a fansom for 
his future salvation. Means are 
still provided. by the muniticent 
hand of his maker, for his improve 
ment, pleasure, and happiness in 
this world, through the aid of his 
social. nature, which powerfully 
contributes to these great ends 


| Mankind thus situated, and qon 
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ecions of their own individual 
weakness, found it, necessary to 
form societies ef different kinds, 
for the mutual good ofall. Hence 
the establishment of religious, 
moral, and political institutions , 

the co-operation of individuals to 
promote the public. good; to ex- 
tend the arts and sciences; tociv- 
ifize the heathen; to suppress 
vice and immorality; to extend 
the gospel to the utmost bounds of 
the earth; to minister the cup of 
consolation to the wretched; to 
extend the hand of charity and wipe 
the falling tear from the eye of 
distress; to relieve the unfortunate 
of every nation and generally, to 
meliorate the condition of man, 
whilst journeying through the 
wilderness of wo; becoming a pil- 
lar of cloud by day, t» protect from 
pain, anda pillar of fire by night, 

to light his footsteps in the paths 
of troth and virtue, which lead to 
ihe promised land. The great 
gocd which has been produced, by 
the instrumentality of these vari- 
ous associations, has often been at- 
tested by the incense which burns 
on the alter of grateful hearts. 
But, the aggregate of happiness 
which flows from these sources, 
time can never unfold; and how 
much misery has been prevented, 
eternity alone can bring to light. 


Among all the various institu- 
tious which have been establish- 
ed, either religious political, or 
moral, for the melioration of the 
condition of man, none stands more 
pre-eminently conspicuous of char- 
ity, benevolence, and humanity, 
than the masonic. In point of in- 
trinsic excellence, and universal 
prevalence, it ranks infinitely su- 
perior to any other of human ori- 
gin. The very nature and exis- 
tence of man, necessarily creates 
a relation, which binds man to 
man; and masonry, as a social 
compact, adda incress'=7 ~ ght 
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and force to each original oblig, 
tion. Friendship, charity, an 

brotherly love, are enjoined an( 

cultivated. “Oh! what celes 

lial balm does friendship pour 

ints the troubled heart!” jf 

sooths affliction, alleviates pain, 

revives the drooping heart, and 

gives to life a value, far beyond 

its real worth. In the social hour, 

friendship gives a new zest to ey. 

ery joy ; and, in the hour of dis. 

tress, it isa prop for the weunded 

heart torest upon. Charity! thon 

godlike virtue—thee we hail, a 

the bond of perfectness, the 

pole star of masonry. Thou giy- 
est bread to the hungry, and fai- 
ment to the naked; thou givest 
comfort and relief to the poor and 
the needy, the wretched and the 
forlorn; and thy mantle covers 
the many imperfections of frail, 
miserable, deludedirman. And thou 
too, brotherly love! come thou, 

and bring with thee truth and uni- 
versal benevolence. Come ye; 
and draw your chairs round the 
social fire; ye too are necessary 
to form the bright galaxy of ma- 
sonic attributes! But are these 
all? No! there is yet one want- 
ing, to complete the circle.—Here 
she comes; welcome thou divine 
messenger of peace; thou Holy 
Religion ; Come, draw thy chair, 
and make us full; preside thou 
over these earthly worthies, and 
give direction to their zeal. What 
a blessed circle, my friends, is 
this? This circle, whose centre 
is the great, the ador-ble Jeho- 
vah! before Him, all sons are 
taught to bow with everence; 
Him, they are taugnt to obey, 
love, and adore. 

But, methinks I hear some of 
you say, “is not this painting a 
caricature ; can all this be true ?”? 
Yes, my friends, and all this is 
true. A juster portrait never was 
drawn by the combined powers of 
Raphael and Titian. *Tis true 
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that the likeness is not always 
seen; because the beholder, some- 
times from ignorance, and some- 
times from design; places himself 
jn that direction from the picture, 
whence hé can only see the dark 
shade;. which forms the back 
ground of the painting. But the 
man of taste and feeling, who, 
without prejudice, views this por- 
rait froti a situation, where he 
cau have the advantage of the 
rays of light properly thrown. on 
the canvass, will be forced to de- 
clare the likeness true. 

We are not disposed to deny 
that there are black spots in the 
sun of masonry. But are there 
not black spots sometimes seen 
even in the great luminary of the 
solar system? And shall we des- 
pise the blessed light he gives us, 
because he is not spotless? No! 
my friends, we hail with joy and 
delight his enlivening rays, al- 
though -sometimes, we may be 
eclipsed by the intervention of an 
opaque body. 

We know, and we regret it too, 
that many masons act very differ- 
ently from the profession they 
make, and are actually a disgrace 
to the society, and to human na- 
ture. But this argues nothing a- 
gainst masonry; if there were no 
bad mén in society, except a few 
who are to be found within the 
pales of the lodge then indeed, we 
should cease to sing the praises of 
masonry. No argument can be 
drawn from the vice and immoral- 
ity of bad masons, whereby to con- 
demn the institution, or the virtu- 
ous members. As well might you 
sav, that becatise there are some 
vile, profagate men, who disgrace 
the nature they bear, there are 
therefore no virtuous men, because 
all men are human, and possess 
the same passions. How would 
such argument comport with com- 
mon sense? Does your reason 
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assent toit? No! reason must’ be virtues; and charity, the prin: 
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have lost her empire, and folly w- 


-surped the throne, before the hu- 


man mind can be forced to such 
conclusions. ? 

My friends, we are willing that 
masonry shall be tested by its owa 
intrinsic excelente and utility. 
If it has ever been productive of 
injury to society, it deserves to be 
reprobated and annihilated. But 
if it has never caused any evil, 
and on the contrary has ever pro- 
duced the smallest good, it de- 


| serves to be praised and cherish- 


ed. 

If masonry bas ever done evil 
in the world, | am ignorant of the 
evidence which establishes the 
fatt: and I defy all the powers of 
earth and hell to establish one sol- 
itary inetance, in which masonic 
principles or practice have proda- 
ced injury to society, in any point 
of view, either legal or political, 
moral or religious.’ 

I assert then, without’ the fear 
of contradiction, that masonry nev~- 
er has done, and never will do 
any injury; and I assert too, that 
it has done more moral good in 
the world, than arty other society 
that ever existed. That this is 
true, the world has ample evi- 
dence, although we do not go on 
the house-top to proclaim our be- 
nevolence. 

If any, even the most abject in« 
dividual of the human race, has 
been relieved from want and miy- 
ery by the benevolent band of ma- 
sonty, it deserves to be fostered. 
If masonry pours the balth of con- 
solation into the wounded heart, 
and grants relief to the distressed 
widow and helpless orphan, it de- 
serves to be cherished. _ If misery, 
and want, and hunger, and thirst, 

‘and nakedness, haye sever cried 
in vain to masonry, then indeed it 
deserves to be praised. And until 
truth, justice, benevolence, friend- 
ship, and brotherly love, cease to 
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tipal rour.J in the masdnic ladder, 
which leads from earth to heaven, 
becomes a vice, masonry will be 
hailed by virtue, as one of her 
brightest stars. 

Such, my brethren, being the 
divine purity of the principles of 
masonry, let us eiideavour to emu- 
late the divine perfections of Him, 
whom we proféss to adore; and, 
#n the figurative language of this 
Holy Book, which we declare to 
_be the first great light in mason- 
ry, let us seek to make our robes 


white in the blood of the Lamb. 


Then indeed will we grace the 
profession we maké. ‘Then in- 
deed will we have the pass word 
which will gain us admittance in- 
to the grand Celéstial Lodge a- 
bove: [ Mas. Reg: 


S mmaaaamel 
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AN ADDRESS, 

On the 3d Masonic degree; 
lately pronounced in Mo- 
hawk Lodge, No. 266, 
Minden, Montgomery Co. 
by Comp. Nicnotas Law- 
YER Esq. of Danube-— 
Published pursuant to a 
vote of the Lodge. 


Of the Masrer Mason’s De- 
gree. 

Of the three first orders 
of masonry, viz. those of the 
Entered Apprentice, the 
Fellow Craft and the Mas- 
ter Mason, the latter is 
far the most sacred and sol- 
émn. | 

By the Apprentice’s order 
‘is implied ‘the first knowl- 
edge of the God of nature, 
in the earliest age of man— 


by the craftsnan’s order ref 
erence is had to the Masome 
dispensation, Solomon's tem. 

le at Jesusalem, as also to 


ed for the discovery of Di. 


vine wisdom by Geometrical 


to a dispensation which is by 
far more perfect and sublime. 
The initiation of the two 
first orders ts attended with 
rites of great solemmity ; but 
those attached to the third 
degree are calculated to 

have a still more lasting im- 
pone on the mind«than 
| of the preceding: during the 
performance of these last 
céremonies, of which none 
but those who are admitted 
i to the degree of Master Ma- 
I sons can en ‘any concep 
tion. The soul is struck 
with reverence—-and al! the 
| spiritual faculties aré called 
forth to worship and adoras 
tion. 

This order therefore ts a 
positive contradiction to 
those who know not God— 
and demonstrates, by the 
most lively emblems; that 
glorious docrtrine of chris- 


the body. 
The divine construction 
o upon the emblems of the 
aster Mason’s order, which 
" he-deelares to be the princ® 
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the light which men receiy.pte 


solutions; but the order ‘off 
Master Masons, is analagotis 


| those which belong to either} 


tianity, the reserreection of}. 










le by which he & raised 


rom darkness to light, is al- 
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et reffko the emblem of moral du- 
lasoni¢ftties, professed by the Ma- 


S tem. 
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‘purpose, 


son, and to which in former 
ages, the most religious at- 
tention was pa these also 
are principles immediately 


of christianity, 

The Master Mason impo- 
ses upon himself duties re- 
plete with.moral virtue and 
christian © charity ——duties 
which enforce upon him in 
the strongest terms the ex- 


ery man should extend to his 
neighbor, but more especial- 
ly to his Brother. hese, 
however, are best illustrated 
by the explanation generally 
given of the five points of 
fellowship. 

Ist. That when the ca- 
lamities of our brother call 
for dur aid, we shiould not 
withdraw the hand which 
might surtain him frem sink- 
ing; but that we should ren- 
der him those services which, 
without being detrimenial to 
ourselves or families, charity 
and religion may. dictate. 
2d. From the preceding 
indolence. should 
not permit the foot to halt, 
or wrath to turn our steps 


‘out of the way; but forget- 


ting injuries and selfish teel- 
‘ngs, and remembering that 
aan was born for the aid of 


resulting from the doctrines | 
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his fellow creatures ; not for 
his own enjoyment only, but 
todo that which is good; 
we should be swift to extend 
our mercy and benevolence 
to all, but more particularly 
to a brother Mason. 3d. 
As the good things of this 
life are partially dispensed, 
so that whilst some are in 
opulent circumstances, oth- 
ers are in poverty and want, 
it is the duty of a Mason to 
testify his good will towards 
his brother, let him be ever 


| 60, poor, and the more dis- 
ercise of that love which ev- | 


tressed he may be by sick- 
ness or other casualty, the 
strouger are his claims on his 
more opulent brother, Rich- 
es alone do nat ‘allow the 
means of dog good—virtuc 
and benevolence are not 
solely confined to the opulent 
—-the rich man from his 
wealth, is required to give 


+ employment and subsistence 


to the poor ; but on the most 
indigent brother of our com, 
munity there is likewise im- 
posed an important duty ; 
for as the cry of innocence 
ascendeth to heaven—as the 
voice of babes and sucklings 
reach the throne of the Most 
High, and the breathings of 
a contrite heart are always 
acceptable to him—so the 
prayers of a Mason for the 
welfare of his friend, and 


i brother, if made with sipcer- 








ity, will ascend tathe throne 


a 


of grace, and meet with a 
gracious reception from the 
God of mercy, Our pray- 
ers, therefore, for the tem- 
poral and eternal happiness 
of our fellow mortals should 
never be neglected, 4th. 


It is a duty incumbent on us, 


neyer to abuse the confidence 
of a brother by revealing his 
secrets, as we might thereby 
do him the greatest injury 
which he could possibly sus- 
tain—it would be like the 
villainy of an assassin, who 
lurks in darkness to stab his 
adyersary when unarmed, 
and least prepared to meet 
him. Sth. So much is re- 
quired of a Mason, in his be- 
nevolence and charity to his 
distressed brother, as may be 
compatible with his own sit- 
vation and circumstances ‘in 
life, Charity begins at 
home, but like a fruitful olive 
tree, planted by the side of 
a river, so is charity; it 
spreads its arms abroad, from 
the fertility of its situation, 
and lends tts shade. for the 
repose and comfort of those 
who are gathered beneath 
its branches, Charity when 
given with imprudence, ceas- 
es to be a virtue; but when 
flowing from persons in ea- 
sy circumstances, and bestow- 
ed with discretion, it is glori- 
ous as the beams of the mor- 
ning sun, in whose beauty 
millions of created beings re- 
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joice. When, however, do.‘ 
uations extorted by piteous 
entreaties are detrimental to i 
a man’s family, they become 
sacrifices to superstition, and 
like insense of idols, are 
disapproved of by the Great 
Jehovah, | | 

And here it may be prop. 
er to observe, that as Mo. 
ses was commanded to take 
the shoes from off his feet 
on Mount. Horeb, because 
the ground on which he trod 
was sanctified by the pres 
ence of the Deity, so the 
brother who would prepare 
himself for the THIRD DEGREB 
of Masonry, should advance 
in the paths of truth, withs 
out reserve or disguise—be 
divested of every degree of 
arrogance and self assurance 
and come forward in the 


| steps of innocence, humility 


and virtue, to challenge the 
ensigns of an order, whose in- 
stitutions are founded on the 
most sacred principles of 
morality and religion. = 

It is further the peculiar 
duty of Master Masons, to 
search the scriptures dil» 
gently, for the secrets of our 
art which are thereii: con- 
tained; as well as for other 
purpeses, which they will ul- 
timately find conducive to 
their everlasting happiness; 
and while they endeavor to 
pry into the covenant, the 


| signs and tokens, which were, | 












gommunicated between the 
kings of Judah and ‘Tyre, it 
js to be hoped that the wrd- 
ow’s son will be in them, and 
fill them with the knewledge 
of-all the points on which 


our mystic art depends—and | 


these are wisdom to design, 
strength to execute, and the 
beauty of holiness to adorn. 

Let us remember that the 
same pages contain an ineés- 
timable* “pearl of great 
price,” and that those indi- 


viduals are the only wise and 


good, who make that pearl 
their own. Numberless 
are our encouragements to 


this duty—-we are told that: 


if we ask we shall receive— 
it we seek we shall find— 
and if we knock it shall be 
opened unto us. In that case, 
we lay hold on the rrght 'pil- 
lar in the temple, both of 
solid fame and _ spiritual 
wealth, whereby we shall be 
established, and then we may 
safely rest upon the left a 
still higher column in the 
Masonic department, as in 
that we shall find strength. 
Another motive to this 
flows from the example _be- 
fore us; whatever may be 
our rank in life, we shall find 
on close investigation, many 
who are ma similar station 
have dignified themselves, 
and been useful to mankind. 
Let us remember that the 
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mite into the ee’, was 
in the opinion of the Saviour 
of the world more génerous 


‘and compassionate than any 


who on that occassion enter- 
ed into the temple. Verbat 
love is nothing ; therfore let - 
His example who went a- 
bout continually doing good, 
be a pillar soelegantly adorn- 
ed with lily work, kindly di- 
recting & inflaming our hearts 
with love towardsthe breth- 
ren. Let us meet the very low- 
est of them on the level of 
condescension—and may we 
never venture to dispise the 
man for whom the Saviour 
died—-that so we may be 
able to hold up our haute 
when “ Justice is laid to the 
line, and righteousness to the 
plummet.” ‘Let our benev- 
olence spread in every dircc- 
tion, and even exténd to our 
enemies when in distress— 
that thus we may preve our- 
selves to be the children of 
the Mast High, who extends 
his mercies to the’ wicked 
and the ungrateful. 
Philanthropy ought not 
to be confined to any ‘name 
sect or party, or to any cli- 
mate or language. Like the 
power of attraction, which 
reaches from the largest to 
the smallest bedies in the 
Universe, it unites men from 
the.throne to the cottage. 


| Whether our Lodge meets 
widow who threw in her ¥ on high mountains ef earth 
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grandeur, and is beheld 


Fi rom afar, or in the low 

vales of obscurity, ard notic- 
ed only by a few— in what- 
soever situation you may be 
placed—O sit not unmoved 
ata brother's call!——if he 
be in danger, fly to his re- 
lief—if he be deceived, tell 
him the truth—if he be ca- 
lumniated, juatify his charac- 
ter—bear ap burdens, allay 
his sorrgws, and espouse his 
cause, Nay, if m many 
things he hath erred, let. us 
recollect that indiscretion in 
him ought not to supersede 
humanity ip us. 

As the Eastern Magi op- 
ened its treasures to the Re- 
deemer of souls, so eve 
brother should be “given to 
hospitality—ready to distri- 
bute— willing to communi- 

ate’——and eager to employ 
1 gilt of power, whatever 
it may be, for the mutual 
good of each, and the com- 
mon benefit of all. Owing 
to the prevalence of this en- 
dearing munificence, king 

avid who collected materi- 
als .so “abundantly for the 
building of the temple, aided 
by the spirit of inspiration, 
informs us in the book of 
Psalms, that the followers of 
the glorious head of the 
church, and grand master in 
Israel, of Show the whole 
amily m heayen and on 
darth} 13 called, may amongst 
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other things be fo | 
by this th that as God oa : 
them, they will shew their 
love to one another. 

On, on then, my dear 
brethren! Let us pursue thej 
great lesson of benevolence 
which is the most im portant 
duty, of human life, with alae. 
rity and firmness—each mo. 
ving on the square of truth 
by the compass of God's} 
word, according .to his. re, 
respective statien, inal! the 
rules of symetry, order and 
proportion. Then ,let . ug 
not doubt, that when our] 
earthly lodge shall be dissol- 
ved our jewels will till be 
safe, and we shall be admit- 
ted into a more glorious 
lodge, even’ “an house not 
made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens”—where Chers | 
ubim and Seraphim, - angels, 
and saints, and the spirits of 
just men made perfect, shall 
be our fellow crafts and 
companions—~and the Su- 
preme Architect of the Un. 
verse will be our ineflably 
eos and glorious Grand 

aster-——our light—-our joy 
—our hope—our all for ey- 
er. 


“ 


Whoso spp his ears at the 
cry of the ‘poor, he also shall oY 
himself; but shall not be heard. 

‘The rich and the poor meet to- 
gether; the Lord i is the maker of 
them al, SOLONGN. 
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I Delivered 
' York, before Cotumpian Encame- | 


from the Masonic Register. 
ORATION, | 
at St, John’s Hall, New- 


MENT, at their quarterly communi- 
cation, on the 26th of August, 
$819, by Sin Gzorce Howarp, 
illustrious grand prelate. 





New-York, Aug. 27, 5819. 

in GEORGE, aie 
Pursuant to a resolution of Co- 
lumbian Encampment, the under- 
signed beg leave to tender the 
thanks of that body, for the very 


eloquent and appropriate address 


delivered by you on the 26th inst. 
and to request a copy for publica- 
tion. S Aetiaee td 0 

In making this pequest, the com- 


} mittee take the present opportuni- 


ty to assgure you, that they. feel 
both pride and pleasure, in the 
performance of that duty; at, the 
same time expressing thair entire 
satisfaction of your exertions on 
¢hat occasion. 
‘Accept, Sir, 
The assurance of our high re- 


| gard, 


Sizas Lyon, 
_ Jozn Jones, 
Garret Moraan, 
Sir George Howard, Illustrious 
Grand Prelate. 
New-York, Aug. 27, 5819, 
Sin KnicHts, ; 
You request from me a copy of 
my address at the Quarterly Com- 
munication of Calymbiag Encamp- 
ment. 
Your wishes shall be gratified, 
although I feel a delicacy in lay- 
ing before the public a subject 
Which I had so little time to ‘ar- 
range. Such asit is I present it 
to you, and with it my thanks for 


Committee. 


- the kind. expressions contained in 


our letter. 
' Accept for yourselves and the 
body you represent, the assuran- 
ces of respect and gsteem of your 
Companion =e 


} 
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And yery humble servant, 
Greorce Howaanp.. 


Sirs Silas Lyon, Committee 
Joel Jones, from Coium- 
Garret Morgan, ) bian Encamp- 

ment. 

BRETHREN, 


As pilgrims from the East are 
you assembled, companions in 
fellowship and brotherly love, 
convened to consummate the so- 
cial relations which bind you to- 
gether as Masons; you form an in- 
teresting group. 

While my feeble powers are ex- 
eried on the present occasion, 1 
am forced to claim your kind in- 
dulgence ; that if aught shall es- 
cape my lips which shall create. 
disgust, or fail to piease, let the 
henignant hand of Chavity cover 
with her mantle my impertections, 
and eternal silence consign them 
to the tomb. For the considera- 
tion of an ignorant and uninterest- 
ed world, | have nothing to otter, 
[ leave their opinicas floating up- 
on the billows of uncertainty and 
doubt. . 

Tis to you, who have emerged 
from the shades of ignorance, whe 
have passed from chaos and contu- 
sion, te light, and symmetry, and, 
order; who have been raised from 
the tomb. of mental blindness, and 
brought tg view the beauties of 
the order.in their, native lustre ; 
to you oaly would | address my- 
self on this occasion, | 

Brethren, the fields of Masonry. 
and Christianity are too extensive, 


| for our feeble vision; the strong- 


est mind cannot fathom their 


| depths; the eye cannot search 


their length and bredth, and the 
combined. powere of human nature, 
become exhausted in tracing the 
variegated beauties of the onc, 
and the inestimabie riches of the’ 
other. i. 

Astonishment, love, avd admira- 
tion, seal the faculties; an: the 
man whose ardent spirit excites 
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highly interesting; a theme so 


heavenly sweet, is drawn insensi- 
bly from the uninteresting scenes 
of this world, and with an ecstacy 
unknown and unfelt but by kind- 
red spirits, his tongue breaks out 
in rhapsodies ofbliss! Hail, thou 
sacred and eternal rock on which 
the storms of woridiy troubles 
beat in vain ; thou sure founda- 
tion, against which the sirocco of 
infidelity rolls harmless, and the 
cold blasts of unbelief waste un- 
heeded at your base: on thee, my 
grasp Vil firmly fix, and bid the 
earth roll swiftly on, nor heed her 
idle whirl. 

Your attention is claimed to a 
retrospective view of Masonry 
from the first moment of its exis- 
tence tothe present time. Accor- 
dingly, for the more full compre- 
hension of the subject, } shall pre- 
sent it to yeu arranged into sever- 
a important periods: the first 
commencing with the sublime and 
awful grandeur of the scene when 
the Supreme Architect dissolved 
the powers of chaos, and from a 
darksome, dreary void, spoke in- 
to existence myriads of shining 
spheres, when the Creator’s wis- 
dom arranged them in such elegant 
order, and the smile of Omnipo- 
tence ‘beamed light & life through- 
out them all, and crowned the 
splendour of the work, by placing 
man, supremely blest, as monarch 
of the whole. From Adam, who 
was created in the image of his 
God, perfect in symmetry, strength, 
and beauty ; whose heart possessed 
all the virtues unpolluted, who 


understood the book of nature in | 


its full extent, and who by the ir- 
resistable fiat of his Creator, was 
pronounced both good and great ; 
from this fountain of human excel- 
lence, whose spirit ministered 
with that of angels and who walk- 
ed abroad accompanied by divini- 
ty itself, emanated the first princi- 
pies of Masonry. 








Unhappily, in a moment of for. 
getiulness, he forfeited the favour 
of heaven. The angelic’ partner, 
created from his own body, and 
placed with him in the enchanting 
recesses of Paradise, alas !—fell 4 
victim to the subtlety of a sinful § 
appetite, and gorged with a deli- 
cious repast on the forbidden fruit! 
The self-condemned criminals a. 
waited in trembling anxiety the 
anathema of an insulted Creator. 
The judgment came; it descen- 
ded upon them like a torrent of 
fire; yet, that tender mercy, 
which ever shines conspicuous in 
the character of Deity, saved the 
wretched victims from dissolution. 
The Grand Architect did not ut- 
terly reject him from the build. 
ing ; he was spared, and with him 
remained the elements of our or- 
der. Through the endowments of 
memory, Adam was enabled to 
teach a numerous progeny the 
sciences he had comprehended in 
the blissful powers of Eden, and 
the knowledge he had gained of 
Nature and her God. As'the in- 
habitants increased throughout the 
earth, those lessons of truth fell 
into confusion and corruption, and 
were retained in their native lus- 
tre but by few. But thanks to 
the virtues of that few,’ they sur- 
vived the apathy of the ignorant 
and the universal language esca- 
ped uncorrupted, one of the great- 
est judgments and most horrid ca- 
tastrophes nature ever witnessed. 
Nor shall the names of Jared, and 
Mahaleel, of Enoch, and Tubal 


‘Cain, be "erased from the. records 


of Masonic fame, until the remem- 
brance of the universal deluge, | 
which wrapt in wretchedness and 
death the human family, shall sink 
in oblivion, and. chaos come again. 
From our grand master Noah, his 
deputy, and two wardens, we are 
once more to date the revival of 
our order. The space of one 
hundred years elapsed, and a nvr | 











iF for. 
avour 
rtner, 
> and 
amting 
fe} a 
sinful & 
deli. 
fruit! 
als a. 
y the 
eator. 
SCeN- 
nt of 
rercy, 
us In 
d the 
ution. 
rt ut- 
build. 
2 him 
r or- 
nts of 
sd to 
the 
ed in 
and 
d of 
> in- 
it the 
. fell 
, and 
lus- 
s to 
sur- 
orant 
esca- 
reat- 
d ca- 
ssed. 
5 and 
“ubal 
sords 


nem- § 
luge, 


and 
sink 
rain. 

, his 
are 
l of 

one 

sir | 





merous progeny had been initia- 
ted as brethren of the craft, when 
the obstinate superstitions of man- 
kind, again brought upon them 
the ‘frowns of an angry Deity. 
But from the ruins of Babel, from 
the confusion of Shinar’s spacious 
plain, Freemasonry extended itself 
to every corner of the globe. . 
Through hands which were 
strengthened by the Lord of Hosts, 
it waxed powerful and great, until 
another period was matured by 
the birth of Solomon, and the 
completion of the temple. 

It is with peculiar gensations of 
delight, we survey the many inter- 
esting events of this period, for on 
them are founded almost ali the 
landmarks of. modern, Masonry. 

A temple was to be built to the 
Grand Architect of Universal Na- 
ture, it was to be dedicated to 
the worship-of the great I AM, 
and sanctified by the presence of 
Jehovah. 

Who was competent to the task? 
What mind should conceive the 
plan? What hands perform the 
work? 

Solomon was endowed with wis- 
dom from on high to designate the 
plan; he calledthe craft togeth- 
er, and the temple of our God, was 
began and, finished, solely by ma- 
sonic hands. 

It isa pleasing thing to.men- 
tion, that although corruption, 
perjury, and treason, assailed our 
ancient brethren, their authors 
were discovered by the unerring 
eye of justice, and doomed to suf- 


fer penalties tantamount to their 


crimes. 

The destruction of this celebra- 
ted building, and. the oaptivity of 
the Jews by Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, closes the third 
and interesting period. 

The light once more dawns in 
splendour from the eastern hills, 
and Cyrus, king of Persia, sounds 
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|, the welcome notes of freedom, to 


— 








the wreiched slaves of B abyion. 

The fourth, “ihe joytul era com- 
mences, when Zerubabel, the cho- 
gen of the Lord, once more lays 
the foundations of the house. ie 
reared its walls; he est: abilsheyl 
its pillars, and brought forth. tire 
head stone thereof, amidst the ex- 
ulting shouts of the faithtul of the 
crafi, crying grace, grace, unto 
it. 

It was. promised that the glory 
of this laiter, should exceed the 
glory of that former house. jt 
did; it.was more extensive, costly, 
and magnificent ; and, my beeih- 


} ren, it was hallowed ‘by the pres- 


ence of Jesus rue Repremgn. The 
countenance ot the world’s Sa- 
viour, shed its benignant raya 
throughout its expausive are hex, 
and beamed bright ia ali its aven- 
nes, First a temple enlightened 
by the fathers glory, next, the 
hallowed sanctuary of the. I’rince 
of Peace. 

Thus,, brethren, closes the 
sketch of Ancient Masonry. A 
subject more sublime can never be 
conceived, more interesting, wili 
never present itself to view. It 
has passed the ordeal of ages om 
ages, stood the test of scrutinizing 

millions, and the influence of its 
genial rays shall become obsolete, 
and cease to cheer the weary pil- 
grim, but with the consummations 
of universal nature. 

I take leave of this part of our 
subject, and claim your indul- 
gence to Masonry as it now 
stands, 

Cold must be the heart, and io- 
sensible the feelings of him, who, 
as he travels this bright road, is 
not filled with admiration at each 
advancing step; weak and futile 
must be the ideas of him, who, a3 
he journeyeth upon the consecra 
ted ground, does not feel himself 
exalted far abore the level of the 
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world. He does, my brethren; 
the genuine mason feels it ail: 
from the moment his. wondering 
eyes behold the interior of those 
walls, where nought but friendship 
can exist; from the moment he 
feels the warm pressure of that 
friendly hand which conducts him 
through the passes of his aprren- 
TICESHIP, and presents him before 
the altar of brotherly love, he 
feels his soul enlarged, he poises 
himself upon the purity of his ip- 
tentions, and the magnanimity of 
his God. 

I speak only of true Masons; I 
mean only those who are such. in 
heart and deed; of him, who, 
through the resources of that mys- 
terious volume, that sacred depos- 
it where dwell the secrets of the 
fraternity, is fully entitled to rank 
as a Mason, and a Christian; for 
he cannot be one, and not the oth- 
er. Although the ignorant may 
scoff at an institution they know 
nothing of; notwithstanding the 
enemies of our edifice may say, 
there is no connexion between 
Masonry and Christianity, we 
have full evidence within us; and 
we feel a strong glow of thankful- 
ness that a separation of the terms 
is impossible ; that it would be as 
proper for the god ot day to deny 
the Creator’s power; for each 
bright orb which shineas in radiant 
lustre o’er, our heads, to claim 
self-existence, or for human na- 
ture to deny its relation to the 
Grand Architect of the Universe. 

Permit me here to quote an ex- 
tract from an oration delivered at 
Boston, and publishedin the New- 
Engiand Galaxy. 

‘‘ The Christian Mason is taught 
to esteem the first great light in 
the golden candlestick, as infinite- 
ly superior to the light of nature, 
reason and philosophy, united in 
tripis rank; superior to the 
sun of genius, or the morning star 
of science; this light of heaven it- 











self, his raptured spirit hails, 
and faithful as the star which ted 
the adoring Magi to Bethlehem’s 
peaceful vale, this light in death 
shall lead the sons of peace,’ the 
friends of virtue, and of man, to 
the eternal fountain of light itself, 
who alone is worthy of the mor. 
ning song, the noon-tide shoutings, 
and the Canetess anthems of prais- 
es from all his works.” 

To return; his eye rests upon 
the caRPET, and the field of his la- 
bour is exhibited to his view; he 
stretches forth his hard, and the 
working tools of his profession are 
Ap to him ; he is attired in 

he robes of innocence, commen- 
ces his labour with a cheerful zeal, 
ner ceases until he passes the 
shades of superstition, and finds 
himself raised to that proud: sta- 
tion which defies the storms of ad- 
versity; he squarrs his actions 
with rectitude, and one masterly 
sweep of the compass circumscribes 
his wishes and his views. ~ 

It would require too much time 
to follow him through the whole 
course of labour, and descant up- 
on the various work upon which 
he is employed, until he arrives 
on holy ground; we will therefore 
place him upen the Mosaic pave- 
ment, and associate at once the 
Masonic and Christian virtues. 

**On this ground, companions, 
we can walk and not stumble ; 
here we can in safety travel to- 
gether, safe as on the pavement 
which God’s own right hand hath 


laid, and which his perpetual de- 


cree supports. It is like the ‘fix- 
ed decree which lays the founda- 
tion of the everlasting covenant, 
and the brazen sinews which bind 
the work ofthe Great Architect 
together. 

% Doth the pot of incense, the 
unction of the. fraternity, cause its” 
offerings to arise in sweet per- 
fumes towards the blazing sun, 


that the labour of the trowe?'may 








upon 
lis la. 
Vv; he 
1 the 
on are 
red in 
ymen- 
Zeal, 
} the 
finds 
| sta- 
of ai- 
‘tions 
terly 
Tribes 


time 
Thole 
| Up- 
yhich 
rives 
efore 
pave- 
. the 
. 

ions, 
ble ; 
| to- 
nent 
hath 
de- 
fix- 
nda- 
anf, 
bind 
itect 





173 


be accepted, and thé point of the 
«word be turned from piercing the 
heart; how significant of the ac- 
ceptable service of him whose 
incense ascends in grateful per- 
fumes in behalf of the universal 


88 fraternity of all true believers. 


‘¢ Bo you ascend to the key, by 
a sevenfold progression, 80 in the 
number seven you have the per- 
fect gradé of your ascent. You 
have then attained to ali the ele- 
vation of thought which the Ma- 
sonic art in this building can give; 
the grade is finished, the strokes 
you heretofore have struck, re- 
ceive their crown, the men may 
be called off fer refreshment, not 
to return to this work again, but 
to obtain the fall accomplishment 
of their hopes in the mansion of 
a more noble edifice, Whose build- 
er and founder is God. 1 
this scene you shall have surren- 


dered the sacred symbols commit- | 


ted to your charge, the sun shall 
be in its full radiance, the moon 
Shall wax and wain no more, the 
lion’s grip shall bind the work in 
one settled decree, the trump of 
the Almighty shall oped the graves 
of them that rest, and the verdant 
branch long since strewn upon the 
bosoms of our sleeping brethren, 
Shall vegetate and flourish in ev- 
érlasting bloém.” 

When the Maégon shall have be- 
come perfect ih his order; and 
uniting the Chriétian in his faith, 
shall have passed through the sev- 


‘eral grades @f experience, until 


he shall have arrived at the Most 
Holy Order of Knighthood, a trué 
and faithful Templar of Jesus 
Christ, and shall with due hénour 
and fortitude have supported the 


‘ amazing trials; and dangerous vi- 


Cissitudes of this noble order; 
when he shall have attained to 
thé further degrees of the red 
cross, and the Mediterranean pass ; 
when he ¢an shake the wily. ser- 
pent from his héld, nor feel thé 


When to 








deadly poison of his embrace, then 
may he feel assured that Death 
and Hell are conquered in his be- 
half, and that his name shined 
bright on the Register éf Heaven’ 
Eternal Chief. 

Then shail the heart overflow 
with gratitude to Rez Regum, et 
Dominus Dominoruim, and his 
tongue shout praises to him who 
reigns triumphant King of Saints. 

Brethren, take a view of the 
sythbols of our order; see the co/- 


fin, that narrow dwelling in which 


we are to be laid, and the spade, 
bony for planting our bodies in the 
ust. 

Look into the grand volume of 
human nature; and réad the un- 
certainty of life. You will learn 
that it is like the dew which be: 
spangles the mountain, "tis exba- 
led by the rays of the rising sun, 
and not one trace rémains to de- 
note its former being: 

That the tender bubble which 
floats upon the fountain, breaks 
not easier than the fragile cord 
which binds us to existence. 

That it is rapid in its course, as 


- the wild stream of the mountain 


that rushes with resistless fury to 
the silent vale befow. 

Let the sign of the cross suppor 
ted by thé bridge, point you the 
way to cross in safety the Jordax 
of Death, for the night will sootf 
come, that night 6f gloém_ whicli 
will wrap all human nature in the 
darksome shfoud, and doom out 
bodies to undivided dust. But 
thanks be to him whose irtesista- 
ble fiat gave birth to the tniverse, 
there is a light shall pierce the 
deepest tomb, shall scatter every 
sombre cloud, and break the sleep 
ef death.’ 

It is the star which beams on 
high, the Great Redeémert’s coun~ 
tenance, which casts .ifs rays 
throughout the creation’s empire, 
and kindly welcomes ally . 

lt bears uS through the les 
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such ‘obsérvances, be instituted, 
and do commence from the time 
that the matier of fact was done.” 
Now, my Brethren, these rules 
make it Seappesi ble fur us to a 
imposed upon: for, although, 
kind are attracted by the mar- 
velous, and are often led by the 
Tenis Fatuus of empiricism; yet 
they are so far incredulous, that 
ho human invention could be es- 
tablished in truth, without the ev- 
idence of our outward senses, and 
much less so, at an after period, 
when there are no traces to bear 
record of its origin. To the, end 
that the fact be established, there 
must have been occular proof of 
its eccurrence, and the observance 
is kept up, with monuments of its 
continued existente. By this 


ipeahiad ihe truth or fallacy of any 
ystem, admits of demonstration. 
Now I would ask have we not | 
ihese proofs to establish the divine , 
authenticity of speculative Mason- 
ry? 


e:) observance of certain facts to 
remote antiquityto the period | 
when, from existing monuments, 
}t is known they took place ? 


Witness the communications made 


mon—-were not these made by 
Deity himself? Ifso there can be 
no more donbts respecting the di- 
yine origin of the Masonic Sys- 
tem, than there is of the Christian 
system, Both stand on the same 
gt ‘and pillars, both are upheld by 
the Simé cirdinal Virtues, and 
beth, if rightly enjoyed, depend 
u pon the same prerequisites, 

The Christian religion can, not 
be en] joyed without Fatih. Hope. 
and € herity, nor can masonry be 
embraced witheut these christian 
‘virtves.—-These are represented 
In the masonic system, “by the 
tliree principal rounds of that the- 
clevical ladder which Jacob saw 
in his vision, and the greatest of 
fhese ig charity.” 











| and above all, 


The Christian Religion dispem 
ses blessings of happiness to the 
humana family, but the heart is the 
sanctuary frem which all these 
blessings flow. In like mannery 
masonry has reference of this 
spiritual building, erected ih the 
heart, which is to fit us for “4 
mect Temple of God in the world 
of Immortality.” 

Thé masonic system inéulcates 
all the thoral duties that are ob. 
served by the humble christian— 
it tenlsde us to be on our guard, 
against the vaia allurements of 
this world; it admonishes wus to 
“temperance, fortitude and justice,” 
it requires us t6 
love God with all eur hearts, and 
our tieighboré as ourselves, And, 


| my brethren, these masoni¢ sym- 
' bols, which stahd as illustrations 


of the sacred tenets of the institu- 
tion, ought to enforce these duties. 


| They give us solemn reference to 
_ our origin, being and end. They 


Can we not trace a continu- | 
| things, the Grand Architect of the 


refer us to the Great Author of ill 


Universe, who at the beginting 


spoke worlds into existence, and 





| created man after its owh image. 
| They remind us of His. vast sys- 
to Moses, to Noah, to King Solo- | 


tem, which holds in their orbits, 
and sustains in their spheres, the 
reyolving planets. They call 
forth the latent impulses of grati- 
tude, and teach us how to pay the 
vast debt we owe. 

Thus, my brethren, you will 
perceive that the prescribed rules 
of cur conduct, precisely coincide 
with the obligations binding upon 
the Christian. But how are these 
acknowledged by us, and how 
heeded: how far removed are we, 
both from the golden rules of our 
Saviour; and the sacred maxims 
of Freemasonry. 

To we, in short, love the 4uthor 
of our being, and tread that “ ce- 
lestial ladder, whose _ principal 
rounds are Faith, Hope and Chari- 


/ ty? And do we possess that 
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dread hour of our existence here, 

disgorges earth of all her sleep- 

ing Leak and cancels Calvary’s 

gods 

li guides us to the portals of 
the sky, conducts us to the realms 
of bliss, and presents us perfect in 
our order, te the Great 1 AM. 
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AN ADDRESS 


Delivered before Franklin Ledge, 


No. 10, at St. Albans, Dec. 7, 
A. L. 5824, by Brother Charles 
Hall; Published by request of 
the Lodge. 


There are various reasons; my 
brethren, which have compelled 
me to be brief in the following 
treatise ; but I trust when you 
shall have heard me through, you 
will consider its brevity one of the 
least of ite faults. Conscious as I 
am that thé preserit illy comports 
with a getiuine illustration of the 
Science of Freemasonry, or with 
the necessary qualifications of a 
public speaker of any sort; yet as 
the dufy has devolved upon me to 
address you, at this time in the 
form of a masonic lecture, I yield 
to the appointment. 

I shall not attempt to treat of 
the history of masonry in detail, 
er to révert to the numerous en- 
lightened patrons of this erder; 
but rather to show its benevolent 
tendency a8 an institution, and en- 
deavor t6 point out its analogy to 
the Christian Religion. It would 
be needless, were | competent, to 
dwell on the rise and progress of 
Freemasonry. You have been 
told already, that it is co-existent 
with the universe, and that it 


has stood the ravages of time, and 
_ the crash of Empires. 


Vain would 
be the effort were I to attempt a 
rehearsal ; how, amid conflicting 
powers, and the iron sway of des- 
potism, thie syétem has subsisted. 
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Suffice it to say, that while these 
have been swallowed up in the 
vortex of revolutions, the institu- 
tion ef masonry, has been ésustain- 
ed in its native purity. | 

What, though its sacred altar 
has been defiled and its divine 
principles prostituted by unwor- 
thy members, yet this truth stands 
clear that its sublime precepts aré 
unalterably the same. 

Mankind in every age, clime, 
and section of the world—in every 
society of whatever name, have 
been “ prone to err, as the sparks 
to fly upward.”’—-Whatever may 
have been their stations—whatev- 
er their pre-eminence, error, the 
legitimate offspring of their na- 
tures, has always accompanied 
them, and claimed its natural re- 
lationship. And although we 
should refer to a King Solomon, 
to an Alfred, and other worthies 
which might be mentioned, yet we 
should see that their exemplary 
lives have not been-.wholly freed 
from giey. It was their unequal- 

feds of 


. 


led d 
ced them so far in the advance of 
their cotemporaries. 

In view of the nature and ori- 
gin of speculative masonry, wheth- 
er it be considered in a historical 
or moral point, we onght to be 
solemnly impressed with its pre- 
cepts and admonitions. But that 
it is based in dtvine inspiration w 
have ample testimony. Shou! 
this truth be doubted by any one 
among us, I would refer him to 
the following rules which stand ag 
attestations of the divinity of thé 
Christian Rehgton: These are 
the rules :— 

‘That the matter of fact be 
such os that men’s outward seuses 
may be the Judges. 

“ That not oniy public mont« 
ments be kept up in memory o/ it, 
but some outward uction be pcr- 
formed. | 

“That gnch monuments and 
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brotherty love which is $0 solemn- 
ly enjoined among us? Alas! my 
brethren, | fear many, loo many 
of us must answer these questions 
in the negative. But notwithstan- 
ding this system may be abused, 
And its principles perverted by 
men of corrupt hearts, and licen- 
tious conduct} and notwithstanding 
individual members tay bring 
odium on the masonic name, by 
an irreligious life; yet these de- 
fects do not subvert its fundamen: 
tai principles. 

T'o conclude, my brethren, per- 
mit me to address the foregoing 
observations and remarks more di- 
rectly to otir individual cases, 
[without any particular reference, 
however] and let us see if there 
be not a remedy for many of the 
evils which beset us. 

When we take a general survey 
of nature and judge of. Causes by 
their effects} hdw often do we 
find that many of the troubles and 
¥oxations incident to us, are of 


suited from a departure from 
those truly masogic virtaes, 6 By. 
fence and cirtumspection.” "Have 
tve not given loose to stir unruly 
tongues by suffering the passions 
bf our nature to gain the ascen- 
dency over us ?—Nothing isso de- 
structive to the noble faculties of 
the mind, as the indulgeuce of 
these uthallowed feélitigs. Hence, 


‘Man's inhumanity to man, 
Makes countless millions mourn,” 


Does jealousy infest thy bosom? 
Let us make the suitable inquiry. 
and see whether it be founded on 


any real cause: Do our respec- 
tive interests clash, thereby un- 
bridle our passions and give loose 
to onr vindictive spirit 1 ? then let 
us reason toget her, and sce how 
these things : are. Does thy broth- 
ate trespass asanst ties? Then 
ep and toll b's faults between him 











6 

and thée alone; and if he shalj’ 
hear thee, then thou hast gained 
thy brother ;. but if he will not 
hear, then take with thee one or! 
two more, that in the mouth of 
two or three witnesses, every 
word may be established; and ¥ 
he should neglect to hear them; 
tell it to the Lodge ; but if he 
negleét to heir the Lodge, let him 
be unto thee as a heathen man 
and a politiciin.” 

Were we to ac . this course, 
my brethren, a ealutary” check 
would be put upon the practice of 
slander, backbiting, and the cov- 
eting of that which is not our own: 
We should iiot then be under the 
necessity of instituting a trial with 
the risque of. punishing the inno- 


cent; but rather, by acgpting, this dq 


course; that harmony might be re- 
stored, ‘‘ which is the cement of 
all societies, more especially that 
of ours.” 


watchful, my brethren, our doings 


| might bear the scrutiny of the All 
our own. procuring ; and have re- || 


seeing Eye, and our ways be illu 


_ mined by its ineffable effulgence. 


And finally, my brethren, ‘let 
the Sworu; pointing to the naked 
heart,” remind us of our. duty; 


that our ark may be- Wafted over 


the ills of time} and at last bé 
‘moored in a peaceful harbour ;” 
then when our glass is run, we 
may see our title clear in mansiens 


of bliss, and each of us cry out in 


transports of joy, as did ovr ah- 
cient illustrious brother and friend, 
when he, had, solved the problem, 
“I have fourid it—I have found it.” 


}—_____ ] 


A mason; i in regard to himself. 


is carefully to avoid all manner of 


intemperance or excess, which 

might obstruct him in the perfor- 
mance of the necessary duties of 
his laudable profession, or lead 
him into any crimes which would 
reflect dishonotr og the ahcient 
fraternity. 


Should we be thns- 


| 


i 








